Water contact and schistosomiasis infection in Kumba, south-western Cameroon.
Kumba, a town with a population of mixed background and socio-economic status, is a new and intense focus of schistosomiasis. Although fountains provide clean water, the population still uses the river and streams which cross the town for most of its bathing, laundry and swimming. A multivariate analysis indicated that a local subject's age, ethnic group, knowledge about schistosomiasis and the intensity of his or her contact with the river and/or streams were all significantly associated with schistosome infection. Surprisingly, a high level of knowledge about schistosomiasis was positively associated with the infection.